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Judge
David Barnes LPSSA JAP
I have been interested in photography for many years, but only really got serious and bought a decent camera
in 2014. I think I would have to say that I enjoy photo manipulation more than just taking a photo of
something.
I joined TPS in 2015 and then CTPS as well in 2018. I learnt so much from the clubs and am very grateful for
the help and inspiration I received.
The genres that interest me are:
Altered Reality
Sport
Portraiture
Black and white
I obtained my LPSSA in Colour in 2018 and Black and White in 2019
I received JAP accreditation in 2019
My other interests besides photography are sailing and flying.

Judge
David Barnes Fotos/Images

Mei/May 2020
Kategorie - DIGITAAL VAS
CREATIVE/VISUAL ART
(COLOUR OR MONOHROME)
Digital manipulation is allowed in this category.
Creative or Visual Art
These images should go beyond the straightforward pictorial rendering of a scene. The image
does not have to employ derivative or manipulative techniques to be Creative or Visual Art.
However, all work should be that of the author and not copied or derived from elsewhere.
Entries can consist of:
Abstract: An exercise in composition for the sake of art. The real identity of the abstractionist’s
subject is not important and the result is not intended to be anything.
Altered Reality: An image created by altering reality in an obvious manner, created digitally or in
camera. The intention is the creation of an image that conveys a feeling or message, or tells a
story.

Judge
David Barnes
Member: Tygerberg Photographic Society

Arrival

Johan Bester

Pleasing composition / colours. Well executed light trail and sharp Silhouette. A tighter crop
to get rid of some of the dead (black) space around the pic might make it stronger

Score: 24

Cloud 9

Elke Van Jaarsveld

Does not fit very well into the category. Lacks point of interest.
A very tight crop of the left part of the pic might make it more of an abstract.

Score: 19

Faces

Mariana Visser

Good composition, good use of colours, interesting concept. Try to not pixelate
the edges of the shapes as this detracts from the image. I would suggest removing
the spots on the bottom of the face pic. This adds a harsh element to
the otherwise nice soft effect of the rest of the image

Score: 25

FLYING PAGES 2

Dorian Newby

Pleasing image, good composition. Check the perspective as the 3rd bird
back doesn’t follow in size. Part of the page showing on the front bird
could be cropped tighter

Score: 24

Hot Chillis

Louise De Lange

Good use of colours and elements of design.
Pleasing abstract with a nice feeling of motion.

Score: 26

Kalkbay

Juan Venter

This would fall under the artistic category. A very pleasing image. Good contrast between the
foreboding sky and the inviting sea. The sharp harbour lights compliments the picture rather
than have everything blurry.

Set Subject Runner-up

Score: 27 COM

Lock down

Quintus Heine

Does not fit too well into the category.
Although the chain is the main focus of the pic, the light part of the background is competing
with it. It would have been nicer if the whole chain was in focus. Try to reduce the chromatic
aberration on the chain.

Score: 20

Mac

Neels Beyers

I think the crop is a bit too tight on this pic
Pushing the sliders around gives an interesting effect, but a stronger point of interest might
enhance the picture.

Score: 20

Piano player

Alicia Greyling

Lots of pleasing elements in this picture. Interesting use of the colours

Score: 25

Pink

Lee Tarleton

Interesting picture for a background or a screensaver. A bit more contrast would have given it
a bit more punch. A tighter crop on the left might give more attention to the centre which is
where the story is.

Score: 22

planets on a lid

Charl Tait

Pleasing image, nice shapes , circles, colours and sharp everywhere.
It works as it is, but try drawing a line on top of the blue lid, black out under the line, and you
have a completely different picture. Sydney Opera House starts to pop out. Just a thought.

Score: 25

Sonkoepel

Cobus Carstens

I can see what the author saw in this picture, but there are a few things that would enhance
it. Reduce the grain in the background. Try and get more of the Ball in focus. The cop is a bit
tight at the bottom. Your eye wants to complete the circle, but it can’t. Try not to cut the
subject with the horizon

Score: 23

The Bear

Sandra Lategan

I can see Yogi there saying “I told you not to play with fire”
Nice use of textures and colours. What would enhance the pic is if you toned down the bright
areas to show more detail.

Score: 23

The Final Sprint

Andre De Koker

I really wanted to give this picture a higher score. I love the motion and the flowing lines in it. Has a Wonderful feel to it.
However, as presented I have to make a few comments
The wheels cropped off at the bottom I think is the biggest detractor.
The white in-between the riders is very bright and distracting.
Also the white area at the top right could be cropped or cloned out.
I found that if you sit on the floor you tend to get a much more dynamic angle.
There are also quite a few dust spots on the picture?
Score: 22

Those I left behind

Phillip De Lange

Interesting story. The picture behind is very sharp but the boy doesn’t look as sharp. There is
also a bit of a problem with the blending of the two pics on the left and some chromatic
aberration on the right and top.

Score: 24

Twirling

Judy Visagie

Good use of the elements of design and colours.
The only comment I can make is to centre the pic and maybe crop a bit of black away.

Score: 26

vergange glorie

Fransonette Swart

Nice mood to the picture. Maybe just tone down the whites on the front fence a bit

Score: 25

Warped Rainbow

Charmaine Venter

I ignored the title because the houses are the main attraction. The picture could do with a bit
more contrast. Try cropping out some of the dead space at the bottom.

Score: 22

Wind deur Bome

Thomas Bothe

Nice mood to the picture. Maybe just a bit too heavy at the top.

Score: 24

Artists Fruit

Dorian Newby

By making this an arty pic, the normal rules don’t apply, but still a few things might improve it.
The fruit at the back could be toned down as it is a bit too bright and pulls you eye there all
the time. Same with the blown out reflection on the glass. Crop the right to make the gap the
same as the left.

Score: 24

Avenue of dreams

Lee Tarleton

This picture has a nice feel to it. I would have scored it higher if it
had a point of interest.
I would have stood in the middle of the road, but that’s just
my OCD kicking in.

Score: 25

Becoming

Phillip De Lange

Interesting story being told. If I may make a few comments on the blend;
If you are going to paste the subjection a light background, take her photo on a light
background as well. then you won’t get an outline on the skin and the hair will be easier to
blend. If you tone down her highlights she will blend in better as well. Small crop on the right
to centre the book

Score: 25

Black Beauty

Charmaine Venter

I have no comments to improve the photo. Stunning picture

Set Subject Category
& Overall WINNER

Score: 28 COM

falling apart

Very pleasing image. Good story telling

Mariana Visser

Score: 27 COM

Framed

Alicia Greyling

Nice abstract, good use of elements of design, circles, lines, colours.
Might have been a bit stronger if the top half of the pic was also in focus.

Score: 25

indaba stairs

Fransonette Swart

I feel it doesn’t fit the category that well. Maybe a tighter or different crop would have made
it a bit more arty or abstract.
Well done on getting all the stairs sharp.
Score: 24

Lone Tree

Juan Venter

Stunning image.
Good composition, pleasing colours.
Only comment I can make is to black out the bottom of the tree as it looks like it is floating.

Score: 26

Oceans Apart

Sandra Lategan

I sea the ocean (excuse the pun). Nice texture and colours
A bit more contrast will give it some more punch and get rid of the brightness on the right

Score: 23

Painting

Thomas Bothe

The road and the horizon are correctly placed
A tighter crop on the right to remove the heavy black trees might enhance the composition.
The blue tint in the distance detracts from the image, consider darkening that. The high sun
also does not do you any favours with the shadows

Score: 20

Rose Abstract

Louise De Lange

Pleasing image with nice flowing lines and colours. I thin it could benefit from being just a
touch darker. The whites are a bit too bright.
The black space on the left is a bit heavy. Maybe try cropping it tighter.

Score: 25

Suspended twirled

Neels Beyers

Interesting picture that lets your mind wander about the buildings.

Score: 25

Time Machine no 3

Johan Bester

Nice light trails, pleasing colours and design. The red twirls at the bottom give it a nice base.
The only comment I have is maybe crop some of the black off from the sides.

Score: 25

timewarp

Charl Tait

I kept looking for the spaceship or a DeLorean but I couldn’t see it.
Interesting picture, hits you in the face

Score: 23

Visual Burst

Andre De Koker

Nice idea as it pulls you into the picture. Some things that might improve the picture:
The black wall is quite heavy in the background.
A lower angle would have raised the centrepiece above the wall.
I feel it might have been a better composition if you had centred the paving stones to lead you to the
middle structure and gone down really low.
Score: 23
Another option is to crop the picture near the bottom of the wall.
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boat reflection

Fransonette Swart

The picture is sharp which is nice.
To improve have a look at the composition. Its called reflections, but the boat is too
prominent. White on the boat is blown out and there is no detail in the blacks on the tires.
Maybe crop it down from the top to show only a portion of the boat and then the reflections.

Score: 20

Buda Castle

Andre De Koker

Very well handled black and white conversion. Detail in the blacks, no blown out areas. Lots
of sharp detail in the building.

Score: 26

Dahlia

Good composition. Nice vibrant colours.
Slight loss of detail in the green middle part
and a bit grainy on the outside leaves

Louise De Lange

Score: 25

Early Evening

Dorian Newby

Good composition, vibrant colours, sharp right through.
How to improve the photo, maybe tone down the white sky at the horizon a bit.
I wonder what the late evening pics looked like with a pink sky?

Score: 24

Fire Works no 7

Johan Bester

Nice sharp lines from the explosion. I think this picture would benefit from a tighter crop. A bit too
much black space on the sides.

Score: 22

Kgalagadi Storm

Juan Venter

Lovely dramatic picture. Sharp everywhere.
To improve the picture, not many comments, but maybe see what it looks like if you crop the top
white cloud out and a bit off the left.
It’s almost two pictures now.
Score: 27 COM

Kitesurfer crash

Neels Beyers

I can see what the author saw, but the blacks bother me a bit, there’s a red hue on the surfer. Maybe
push the black slider down. Also lots of chromatic aberration in the white sparkles in the water. The
picture is nice and sharp though which is not easy with these guys.

Score: 22

Leopard at Night

Christo Giliomee

Stunning photo. I have no comments to improve it

Score: 27 COM

Mirrors

Alicia Greyling

Nice idea. Good composition, sharp throughout. How to improve? Maybe a bit more contrast will make it pop some
more. Tone down the whites in the mirrors a bit The area on the right that was added in would benefit from a softer
brush on the edge to blend it in better. Also either remove or leave the whole mirror in on the right where the two
mirrors are cut off.
(Sorry but my eye keeps going back there to wonder what happened to the mirror )

Score: 25

Misty morning

Marinda Rossouw

As a landscape it has all the correct elements, foreground, middle ground, background, and they are
all sharp. Well executed.
The misty clouds give it a nice feeling as well.
Whats missing is the hero. It needs a point of interest.

Score: 24

Motherhood

Elke Van Jaarsveld

I can hear all the mothers going Awwww cute.
Although there is detail in the lambs wool, they are a bit on the bright side.
The background is competing with the sheep. I am also sure that mommy sheep would not be
impressed with the picture of her posterior that you are showing the world. I think a tighter crop
concentrating on the lambs might have been better.

Score: 23

Nature vs Technology

Sandra Lategan

Nice idea with the light pole framing the pylon and the bird on the wire just in the right place. How to
improve the picture, maybe push the contrast up a bit to make the blues pop a bit more. I don’t know
what’s on the right that you can’t see, but the light pole is pointing out of the picture and it feels a bit
uncomfortable. It would have been nicer if that light was on the left hand side and pointing into the
picture.

Score: 24

Pronkerig

Judy Visagie

The picture is nice and sharp, although you cannot see the birds eye.
Good separation to the dark background. The beauty of these birds is in the eyes on the feathers. I
would suggest a tighter crop so as to exclude the black area and just fill up the frame with feathers.
Might make a stronger picture
Score: 24

Rimlight

Thomas Bothe

I can see what the author was trying to do, but if I may be so bold as to offer some suggestions:
On the technical side the picture is not sharp and the white is blown out.
In a successful rim light you should still be able to see some detail. If you play with your tonal sliders you can also
get rid of the orange tone to get more of a natural colour. On the composition, lots of planning should go into
finding an interesting object to capture the imagination of the viewer.

Score: 19

saturn on a fork

Charl Tait

I can see the idea behind the shot. The fork and the bubble detail is nice and sharp.
I feel that there is a disconnect between the fork and the bubble so it almost becomes two pictures. The fork is very
prominent in the picture, almost stealing the show, but I think the interesting part of the pic is the bubble details.
When using cutlery I always recommend using a new fork so as not to have dishwasher scratches in the picture.

Score: 22

Snow drops

Lee Tarleton

Pleasant composition and colours. Sharp right through the picture. Nice detail in the green.
Ways to improve the picture:
Bring out a bit more detail in the white petals
The flower is a tiny bit too close to the left border.
It looks like the flower is trying to touch the border and the two top flowers are cheering it on and the bottom flower,
the responsible one in the bunch,
Score: 26
is face planting with rolling eyes.

Soft mountain light

Nick Joubert

Nice composition with the horizon at the top. Lots of details in the rocks, sharp from front to back
What’s missing is a point of interest. It would attract a higher score if your eye could rest on
something.

Score: 24

The Cat

Charmaine Venter

Good composition. Eyes nice and sharp, good separation with the background.
The face is the focal point, but I think it may have been a stronger picture if more of the cat was in
focus.
Try taking away some of the brightness of the sheet under the cat and see if it makes the cat stand
out more.

Score: 25

Three Stages

Phillip De Lange

Good composition, story telling, colours, sharpness Nice reflection. I know you’re going to laugh at
me now but it’s my OCD kicking in OK. The second leaf from the left facing forwards looks like it is cut
off because it is pointing upwards. The other leaves have nice curves and pointing ends. Also the
bright triangle of the upturned leaf keeps pulling my eye there.

Score: 26

waarom

Mariana Visser

Pleasant mood to the pic. Good conversion to B&W. Sharp with lots of detail.
My only comment would be to burn the sharp tummy line a bit similar to on her back

Score: 26

Watch it

Quintus Heine

The face is quite sharp and I can see detail in the hair on his face
Ways to improve the photo:
The background is far too bright and blown out.
The hair top, left and bottom is touching the frame, so either give it some more space or a much tighter crop. A
tighter crop would help with eliminating the background as well.

Score: 22

Waterballet

Cobus Carstens

The water and the surfer is sharp. The white in the water is not blown out and there is detail in the blacks, so
technically it is good. Things that make surfing pictures better are:
A big splash. Surfer doing some classic moves
Showing the height of the wave. Bonus points if you can see an expression in his face. So maybe if you showed more
of the splash on the left it would be a bit more exciting.

Score: 23

colour invasion

Fransonette Swart

The sharp detail in this pic is on the right. Makes for a pleasant abstract.
Two things to try to improve the pic:
Rotate 90 degrees anticlockwise or
Crop a third off the left side as the white top left is quite heavy.

Score: 25

Crack of dawn

Andre De Koker

The picture is nice and sharp and there is lots of detail in the walls and bricks.
A few points to be careful about with the post processing.
When darkening the sky to add drama, be careful not to leave a halo around the buildings.
The bright buildings in the background don’t match the mood of the buildings in the front. Because they are brighter,
they draw your eye in and become the point of interest.
When composing a picture like this it is important to decide what you want to show the viewer. Is it the alleyway
leading up into the buildings?
Score: 24
Is it the building in the front?

did you see the bee

Quintus Heine

I must say I only read the title afterwards and I went back to the pic and I couldn’t find the bee either,
hahaha
Very nice picture, sharp, lots of detail in the feathers.
Only comment is the tail is a bit close to the edge of the frame

Junior Winner

Score: 26

Ek sien jou

Marinda_Rossouw

Stunning blue eyes, sharp and full of detail.
Maybe tone down the white on the nose to show a bit more detail.

Score: 26

Feather abstract

Thomas Bothe

This picture has a few interesting element, circles, curves, diagonal lines, contrasting and complimenting colours and
textures. In the true sense of the word there are too many recognizable items to be an abstract. If you had maybe
cropped it tight into the middle where most of the pic is sharp it might have been more of an abstract. This would also
eliminate the out of focus area top left and the blown out white of the quill. There are nice curves and lines to play with
in the brown and green middle right.

Score: 23

Feather

Alicia Greyling

When I look at a pic I have to try and decide what the author wanted to show me and judge it accordingly. This is
very true in this case as it cannot be judged by accepted standards.
The feather is not all in focus, blown out in parts, and too much in the middle of the picture.
But it works well as an arty pic and creates a mood. The blue colour, diagonal lines and circles contributing to the
“what is it ?” element. My only comment would be to remove the white spot top right.

Score: 24

Fish Spotting

Christo Giliomee

Stunning photo. The out of focus body and wings keeps your attention on the head, which is pin
sharp. The stick is dark enough to not take your eye from the bird and there is good separation from
the background.
I have no comments to improve this picture.

OPEN Category Runner-up

Score: 27 COM

Fishing Boats bw

Dorian Newby

Good conversion to B&W, nice contrast. Sharp from front to back
To improve the photo, if you can add some more space on the right.
Even though the boats are stationary, it feels like they need a bit more space to move into on the
right.
Score: 26

Hands of an artist

Judy Visagie

The picture tells a story. The composition is good and the lighting well handled.
I would have liked to see the hand on the right in focus as well

Score: 24

Charl Tait
it can happen two anyone

The pic is sharp and has detail. Ways to improve the photo:
Make the eyes level. I would suggest a slightly tighter crop to get rid of some of the black. Don’t
remove the catchlight in the eye on the right, normal side, unless the spooky look was your intention.

Score: 25

Jetty in shambles

Neels Beyers

Nice strong picture, bold jetty in your face. Bright colours make this picture jump out at you. Diagonal
lines add to the drama of the broken jetty.

Score: 25

Koker Tree Zoom

Sandra Lategan

The tree is nice and sharp with detail in the bark. Ways to improve the picture:
Add a little bit of space on the right so that the tree doesn’t touch the border. I think then you would
also have to clone out the tree peeking in from the right.
I also think it might look better if you didn’t cover half the trunk with the blue colour. The rest of the
“zoom” effect looks great.

Score: 24

My story garden

Phillip De Lange

Great picture, great story, great energy, happy place.
The hero in the window is the cherry on top
I have no comments to improve the picture

OPEN Category WINNER

Score: 27 COM

Reeds in water

Lee Tarleton

Nice high key photo
I think it could have benefitted from a bit more contrast, or pushing the black slider darker a touch

Score: 24

refractions

Mariana Visser

The title wants to bring your attention the water drops, which are also in focus. However the pink
leaves are stealing the show.
Try choosing one water drop and zooming in on that.

Score: 22

The ocean in motion

Nick Joubert

The bottom half of the picture is where the story is. Nice motion blur and vibrant colours. I’m not sure
the hazy top half contributes to the picture. Try cropping a bit lower and see if it makes the bottom
stronger.

Score: 25

The Reunion

Elke Van Jaarsveld

Nice idea, but unfortunately there are quite a few things that need attention.
The hair on the person is completely blown out. The background is also blown out and too bright. The background is
too busy and is competing with the subject.
The whole picture is too bright. The time of day is not helping with the sun right on top.
The picture is sloping to the right. I would like to say that the horse and person are nice and sharp.

Score: 19

Thousand Hills

Juan Venter

Lovely mood in the picture
Nice and sharp outlines. The small trees on the one hill add value

Score: 25

Woody Woodpecker

Charmaine Venter

I wanted to score this photo higher but there were a few things bothering me.
Firstly well done on finding a woodpecker doing what he does best.
The white area bottom right and just above the tree are a bit distracting. A tighter crop would get rid
of those. The bird doesn’t appear to be sharp.

Score: 22

Yellow Rose

Louise De Lange

Well handled, nice and sharp. The lighting on the center is great, but maybe a bit too bright on the petals on the
right. I’m not sure that the stem adds any value to the pic, maybe a tighter crop to concentrate on the middle of the
flower. Try flipping the flower so that the stem is on the left, see if that looks more comfortable. Because we read
left to right, the flower is looking at you and stopping you from going any further. The other way around the flower
is looking out into the distance and you can look out with it.

Score: 25

Die einde

Score: 18

